VU ENGLISH
COURSE
GUIDE

WELCOME TO

VU ENGLISH
MESSAGE FROM THE
GENERAL MANAGER
Welcome to VU English – Victoria
University’s (VU) English language
centre in Melbourne’s central business
district (CBD).
Our courses improve your English
for everyday communication and
social interaction, university study and
work. The successful completion of
our courses allows you to enter VU
diploma, foundation, undergraduate and
postgraduate programs.
VU English is a leading English language
centre at a world-class university. Our
English courses are accredited by the
Australian Government and endorsed by
NEAS Quality Assurance.
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VU English has a team of outstanding
teachers who will help you improve your
English quickly. Our small class sizes
ensure that you receive the personal
attention you need to improve your
English skills. Our impressive classrooms
and student lounges enable students
to study in a relaxed and comfortable
setting. Students also enjoy the option
of additional classes, free of charge,
and an exciting calendar of social events
and activities.

THE VU ADVANTAGE
VU is a world-class university, ranking in the top 2% of universities worldwide.
We have been providing high quality English language courses to international
students for 30 years. Our courses are designed to help you transition to a VU
course. We will develop your speaking, listening, reading and writing skills to
ensure you are confident communicating in English.

TOP

50

**

VU RANKS 45 IN THE WORLD’S
TOP 50 UNIVERSITIES UNDER
50 YEARS AND IS THE HIGHEST RANKED
YOUNG UNIVERSITY IN VICTORIA

We look forward to welcoming you.

Dianne McKeagney
General Manager, VU English

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS RANK
VU ENGLISH NO.2
IN AUSTRALIA AND
NO.5 IN THE WORLD

DIVERSE
NATIONALITY MIX

VU ENGLISH STUDENTS COME
FROM OVER 34 COUNTRIES

ACCREDITED BY THE
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT
AND ENDORSED BY
NEAS QUALITY ASSURANCE

EXPERIENCE
TEACHING
ENGLISH TO
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS

*Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2020
**Times Higher Education Young University Rankings 2019
+i-graduate English Language Barometer 2018
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COURSES AND

PATHWAYS

We offer a wide range of English Language Intensive Courses for Overseas
Students (ELICOS). You can package your English language course with a
VU foundation, diploma, undergraduate or postgraduate program.
• General English (GE):
designed to improve your overall
English skills (elementary, preintermediate, intermediate, upper
intermediate and advanced).

ENTRY LEVEL

• English for Academic
Purposes (EAP): designed for
students with upper intermediate
to advanced levels of English
who want to study foundation,
vocational education (TAFE),
HE diploma, undergraduate or
postgraduate courses at VU.

VUE COURSES

• English for Academic Purposes
– IELTS Preparation: a unit
designed to help students pass the
IELTS test.

GE 1

GE 2

Intermediate
IELTS 4.5; PTE 30-36;
TOEFL 32-34

GE 3

Upper Intermediate

GE 4

IELTS 5.0; PTE 37-43;
TOEFL 35-45

Advanced 1
IELTS 5.5; PTE 44-50;
TOEFL 46-59

GE 5

IELTS

EAP 4

Entry into courses requiring IELTS 5.5
or equivalent including most
VU diploma and foundation courses

EAP 5

Entry into courses requiring IELTS 6.0
or equivalent including most
VU undergraduate courses

EAP 6

Entry into courses requiring IELTS 6.5
or equivalent including most
VU postgraduate courses

Advanced 2
IELTS 6.0; PTE 51-59;
TOEFL 60-78

• everyday speaking, listening,
reading and writing
• entry into English for Academic
Purposes at VU English.

BENEFITS

PATHWAYS

COURSE DATES

On completion of General English 3
(Intermediate) you can advance to
English for Academic Purposes.

General English has nine intakes
throughout the year. See the website
for a full list of dates.

STUDY AREAS

vu.edu.au/general-english

• accommodation
• education
• festivals and cultural celebrations
• food and cooking

• progress reports every five weeks

• health and wellbeing

• access to all VU facilities, services
and support

• living in Melbourne
• travel and transport.

VU PATHWAY OPTIONS

Pre-Intermediate
IELTS 4.0;
TOEFL 20-31

General English will help you develop
English language skills for:

• a VU English certificate upon
graduation.

Elementary
IELTS 3.5;
TOEFL 0-19

This course is for students with
elementary to advanced levels
of English.

COURSE LOCATION

LEVELS

COURSE CODE

CRICOS CODE

City Flinders

GE 1 (Elementary)
GE 2 (Pre-intermediate)
GE 3 (Intermediate)
GE 4 (Upper Intermediate)
GE 5 (Advanced)

VGEN

059112E

ENTRY

DURATION

INTAKES

VU English Placement Test

5-10 weeks per level
depending on proficiency

January, February, March,
May, June, July, August,
October, November

Some VU courses require higher English language proficiency to gain entry. Please check course requirements at
vu.edu.au/international.
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ENGLISH FOR

ENGLISH FOR ACADEMIC PURPOSES:

English for Academic Purposes is designed for students with upper
intermediate to advanced levels of English who want to gain admission to a
foundation, diploma, undergraduate or postgraduate course at VU.

This unit develops English language skills and test-taking strategies to help
students pass the IELTS test. It is designed for students with upper intermediate
to advanced levels of English.

ACADEMIC PURPOSES
English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
is made up of the following units:
• EAP4 (English for Academic
Purposes Upper Intermediate):
a 5-10 week course for students
who would like to study academic
English or who wish to gain direct
entry into foundation studies,
TAFE (certificates and diplomas),
or higher education diplomas in
business, engineering or IT.
• EAP5 (University Preparation
Undergraduate): a specialised
5-10 week program for students
who wish to enrol in a VU
undergraduate course
• EAP6 (University Preparation
Postgraduate): for students
with an advanced level of
English who wish to enrol in a
VU postgraduate course or an
undergraduate course with higher
English language proficiency
requirements.

SEYMA’S STORY

BENEFITS
• direct entry to TAFE,
undergraduate or postgraduate
courses at VU upon successful
completion
• over 95% graduation rates

IELTS PREPARATION
Study areas

• a structured, test-focused learning
environment

• listening for specific purposes and
notetaking

• teachers experienced in helping
students prepare for IELTS

• reading: speed reading strategies,
understanding graphs and charts,
and complex texts

• ongoing progress feedback

• dedicated to improving academic
reading, writing, speaking
and listening

• regular practice tests, including an
IELTS speaking test.

• extra support programs.

Course dates

Study areas

IELTS Preparation is delivered in
Intake 1 (January), Intake 5 (June)
and Intake 9 (December).

• academic culture
• academic writing (including
research and referencing skills)
• academic reading
• academic listening
• academic speaking
(including tutorial and oral
presentation skills).

Course dates

TABBY’S STORY

BENEFITS

• speaking: expressing ideas and
opinions as well as pronunciation
• writing: describing information
in graphs and tables, and
essay writing.

Seyma, Turkey

Tabby, Vietnam

English for Academic
Purposes & Master of
Education

English for Academic
Purposes & Master of
Business (Industrial
Relations/Human Resource
Management)

“Our teachers always support
us and encourage us. I practise
English while I am attending
VU activities. I am glad that I
am a student at VU.”

“VU has great facilities and the
tuition fees are affordable for
my parents.”

See the website for a full list of dates.
vu.edu.au/vu-english
COURSE LOCATION

LEVELS

COURSE CODE

CRICOS CODE

City Flinders

EAP4 (Upper Intermediate)
EAP5 (Advanced 1)
EAP6 (Advanced 2)

VNEAP

082777E

ENTRY

DURATION

INTAKES

EAP4: IELTS 5.0, VU English
Placement Test or completion
of GE3.

5-10 weeks
per level
depending
on proficiency

EAP4: January, February, March,
May, June, July, August, October,
November

EAP5: IELTS 5.5 or completion
of EAP4.
EAP6: IELTS 6.0 or completion
of EAP5.
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COURSE LOCATION

LEVELS

COURSE CODE

CRICOS CODE

City Flinders

IELTS 5 (Advanced 1)

VNEAP

082777E

ENTRY

DURATION

INTAKES

IELTS 5.5, VU English Placement
Test or completion of
VU English EAP4

5 weeks

January, June, December

EAP5: January, February, March,
May, July, August, October,
November
EAP6: March, May, July, August,
October, November
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SERVICES & SUPPORT
As a VU English student, you will have
access to all VU services, support and
facilities. They include:
• dedicated support staff
• student counselling
• International student advisor
• optional classes for writing, reading,
grammar and pronunciation
• one-on-one study support
• online learning
• more than 60 student clubs and
groups
• housing and accommodation
support

• libraries, computer rooms and
student lounges
• prayer rooms
• VUSafe – a personal security app
• VU App – a handy way to access VU
information
• free WiFi and phone chargers.

PTE CENTRE
We operate a Pearson Test of English
(PTE) centre, with up to three sessions
available from Monday to Saturday.
PTE Academic is a leading English
test for university, professional and
migration applications.

Benefits of PTE Academic include:
• results within five business days
• ability to schedule tests up to 24
hours in advance
• computer-based marking to ensure
all tests are scored fairly and
accurately
• accepted by all universities in
Australia, and most professional
bodies
• approved for all student and
migration visa applications
• Cost: A$375
Register: pearsonpte.com/book

INDEPENDENT LEARNING CENTRE
The Independent Learning Centre
(ILC) is a bright and spacious area
where students can develop their
independent study skills. Our ILC
Coordinator is a highly qualified
and experienced teacher with a
passion for teaching English to
international students. We offer the
following programs in addition to
your regular classroom activities:

8

Free English skills classes

Free one-on-one support

Students may attend free English
language skills classes. These
classes provide a structured way for
you to practise your pronunciation,
conversation, grammar and
reading skills.

If you need some extra support
with your English, you can make
an appointment with the ILC
Coordinator to receive one-onone support.

At VU English, you will enjoy a wide
range of social and educational
activities.

Be a Student Mentor
Students are invited to apply to be
a volunteer student mentor. Student
mentors help organise social activities
for fellow students. This helps you
to make friends and to build your
confidence in English. It also helps
develop job skills as students have
to submit their CV and attend an
interview. Mentors often use this
experience to network and apply for
other roles at VU.

Cook with Friends
Each month, a student leads a
cooking activity. Students teach other
students how to make a specialist
dish from their culture. Students have
enjoyed making - and eating - food
from Japan, Italy, Nepal, Colombia,
Turkey, Vietnam, India and many
other countries.

Let’s Party

CHHENGHUY’S STORY

Students at VU English love to
celebrate. Parties celebrating cultural
diversity, Halloween and Christmas
are popular events at VU English.

Walk and Talk
Get to know Melbourne on one of
our weekly walking tours. This helps
you to become familiar with the city
and provides another opportunity
to develop your vocabulary and
speaking skills.
Follow us on Facebook to find out
about our social events.
www.facebook.com/VictoriaUniversityEnglish/

Chhenghuy, Cambodia
English for Academic
Purposes & Master of
Business (Enterprise
Resource Planning Systems)
“Being a mentor here is a
great way to learn about new
cultures and to help students
from different countries.”

Online Learning
The ILC is a relaxing place
for students to study English
independently using our
online resources.

9

DISCOVER

Food guide

MELBOURNE

Melbourne consistently ranks among the world’s most liveable cities
(Economist Intelligence Unit), and is listed in the world’s top three best cities for
international students (QS Best Student Cities Survey 2019).
A world-class city

Victoria, Australia

Transport

Melbourne is renowned for its worldclass food, shopping, museums,
events and sports. It is home to
the Australian Tennis Open, the
Melbourne Formula 1 Grand Prix and
Australian Rules Football. It boasts
beautiful gardens and great beaches
and it is a friendly and welcoming city.

Beyond Melbourne, the state of
Victoria offers plenty of options for
day trips or weekend getaways to
places including the iconic Great
Ocean Road, national parks, ski
fields, beaches and historic towns.
Victoria is home to one of the
biggest surfing championships in the
world at Bell’s Beach near Torquay.

Melbourne’s extensive public
transport network makes it easy to
get around. Purchase a Myki card
to travel on trains, trams and buses
in Melbourne and regional Victoria.
Melbourne’s free tram zone operates
in the central business district (CBD),
where VU English is located.

studymelbourne.vic.gov.au

visitvictoria.com

Weather
Melbourne’s climate provides four distinct seasons, although it is often
remarked you can experience four seasons in one day! The average summer
temperature is 26°C, autumn and spring is 20°C, and winter is 14°C.

Students can buy groceries from a
wide range of speciality international
grocery stores, including Indian,
Chinese, Japanese, Malay,
Middle Eastern and Vietnamese
supermarkets.
If you like to eat at restaurants, the
following food precincts will cater to
your tastes and budget:
• Footscray: in the west of
Melbourne and where our
Footscray Park and Footscray
Nicholson campuses are located,
Footscray is a feast of global
proportions with many cuisines to
tempt your taste buds, including
African and Vietnamese.
• Chinatown: minutes from our City
Flinders campus, Chinatown is a
major tourist attraction and home
to a variety of restaurants offering
cuisines from China, Thailand,
Japan, Malaysia, Korea and more.

• Lygon Street, Carlton: known as
Little Italy, Lygon Street has more
than 100 restaurants, bars and
cafés serving everything from pizza
and pasta to gelato and cassata.
• Lonsdale Street, CBD: for Greekstyle sweets, souvlaki and other
dishes, Melbourne’s Greek precinct
is bursting with choices.
• Victoria Street, Abbotsford:
a short tram ride from the city,
Victoria Street is a bustling stretch
of traditional Vietnamese eateries,
bakers, butchers and grocers.
• Foster Street, Dandenong:
known as Little India, Foster Street
dazzles visitors with beaded saris
and unique jewellery, as well as
an array of Punjabi sweets and
authentic spices.

VU English
VU English is located at
VU’s City Flinders campus in
Melbourne’s central business
district. It’s opposite one of the
city’s main landmarks - Flinders
Street Station.
The City Flinders campus is very
close to:
• trains, trams and buses
• cafés and restaurants
• shops and supermarkets
• apartments and hotels
• sporting centres, stadiums
and gyms
• art galleries, theatres,
cinemas, libraries
and museums.

ptv.vic.gov.au

Airport pick-up
When you arrive in Australia, we
can meet you at the airport and
take you to your pre-arranged
accommodation. Just make sure you
book this free service 10 days before
you leave home.
vu.edu.au/airport-reception

bom.gov.au
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FEES AND

Accommodation

LIVING COSTS

Melbourne offers high-quality education, healthcare and living standards at
an affordable price
Level 6: AU$100

Living costs
As a condition of your student visa,
you must have enough money to pay
your course fees as well as your travel
and living costs, for you and any
accompanying family members while
you are in Australia. You might need
to provide evidence of your financial
capacity. As of January 2020, the
annual living costs as required by the
Australian Government are:

• General English, Level 4: AU$80
• English for Academic Purposes,
Level 4: AU$100
• English for Academic Purposes,
Level 5: AU$100

Your guardian needs to be:
• over 21 years of age
• a parent, legal custodian or relative
• a resident in Australia

• partners or spouses – A$7,362

• of good character.

• accompanying child – A$3,152.

Welfare arrangements for VU
students under 18 years can be
arranged through our registered
care provider, Educare. Once your
welfare arrangements are in place,
you can choose to stay at our
student residence, UniLodge Victoria
University, which is a safe, secure and
friendly accommodation option for
under 18s.

Health insurance

• General English, Level 3: AU$80

Students under 18 years of age must
have adequate welfare arrangements
in place while in Australia. If you
are under 18, your parents must
nominate a guardian for you before
the Department of Home Affairs will
consider your student visa application.

• students or guardians – A$21,041

immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-avisa/visa-listing/student-500#HowTo

• General English, Level 2: AU$60

Under 18

Before you can apply for a student
visa, you must arrange Overseas
Student Health Cover (OSHC) for
your stay in Australia. OSHC applies
to eligible medical and hospital
expenses, depending on your level
of cover. At VU, Allianz Global
Assistance is the preferred OSHC
provider. We negotiate special rates
and extra bonuses for VU students
through the Essentials Policy. There
are even Allianz services on-campus
to help you make claims and extend
your cover. Policies for Allianz OSHC
start at A$55 for a single adult for one
month.
vu.edu.au/health-cover

VU offers a safe, convenient and
multicultural student residence with
fully-furnished apartments and
excellent living spaces. UniLodge
Victoria University is directly across
from our Footscray Park campus and
a short walk to Footscray Station.
From there, it’s 15 minutes by train
to the heart of Melbourne and to our
city campuses. The complex features
fully-furnished studio, two-bedroom
and six-bedroom apartments priced
from A$172 per week.

Weekly living costs guide (A$)*
Rent
UniLodge Victoria University

$172**

1-bedroom unit - Footscray

$280

1 bedroom unit - CBD

$440

Share house

$90-$220

Food

$80-$200

Public transport (Zone 1+2***)
2 hour daily default fare

$4.50

Other features include:

7 day pass

$45

• study rooms

Electricity, water and gas

$30-$50

• shared kitchens, dining rooms and
lounges

Mobile phone and internet

$30-$50

• a café and rooftop garden
• basketball court and pool table
• cinema.

*	This information is a guide only. Some costs can vary considerably. For more information go to

liveinvictoria.vic.gov.au and studyinaustralia.gov.au
** 12-month lease, twin share studio apartment (2020).
*** Eligible students can apply for discounted annual public transport passes.

Contact us
UniLodge Victoria University
Phone: +61 3 9998 8490
Email: vu@unilodge.com.au

Schooling for children
If you have children aged between
6 and 17 accompanying you to
Australia, they must by law attend
school. Allow schooling costs of at
least A$8,000 per year for each
child. Children are exempt from
school fees at a public (Government)
school if you are:
• enrolled in a doctoral or master’s
by research course
• receive a scholarship from, or
are sponsored by, the Australian
Government.

• English for Academic Purposes,
12
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HOW TO APPLY

STUDY TOURS
VU English provides customised English language
education to a range of student and professional
groups. Our short-term English Language
Study Tour Programs are intensive, personalised
programs for university, school, Government and
industry groups.

Direct Applicants

Refund policy

1	Register your details at
eaams.vu.edu.au/portal/SelfRegister.aspx

Fee adjustments and refunds may be made in
certain circumstances including:

2	Check your email to get your login details

• Overpayment

3	Login and start your application at
eaams.vu.edu.au/portal/Login.aspx

PROGRAMS

BENEFITS

Our programs develop English
language and professional skills in
an English speaking environment
over a period of days, weeks or
months. Study tours can be blended
or customised. During blended tours,
participants will join an existing
ELICOS class. Customised programs
are designed for particular groups.

By participating in a VU English study
tour, you will have access to a range
of services and support including:

Midori

• language assessment tests (prior
to departure or on arrival)

VU English Study Tour
Officer

• assistance to arrange homestay
accommodation

Midori provides additional
support for our study tour
students. She was born
in Japan and now lives in
Melbourne. Midori has firsthand experience of what it
is like to be an international
student. She ensures that our
students have a successful
transition to life in Melbourne.

Please email vue@vu.edu.au to
enquire about a study tour for your
organisation.

You can apply direct to VU English through the University’s EAAMS international admissions
system, or use an agent to apply on your behalf.

MEET MIDORI

• airport reception
• excursions
• graduation ceremonies and
certificates of achievement.

Agent-Assisted Applicants
An agent can help you apply for one of
our courses. Find an agent in your country at
eaams.vu.edu.au/BrowseAgents.aspx

• Withdrawal of offer
• Visa issues
• Exceptional personal hardship
• University decision based on business and
market needs.
Email vue@vu.edu.au for more information

Fees & Costs
Enrolment fee: $A200.
Course fees: A$440 per week.

Example of a customised Study Tour: Cross-Cultural Nursing
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TIME

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Morning

Lesson: The
Healthcare System

Lesson:
Intercultural
Caring

Interactive
Activity: Nursing
Simulation Lab

Lesson: Inside
an Australian
Hospital

Lesson: Aged
Care in Australia

Afternoon

Lecture: Nursing
in Australia

Group Activity:
Cultural Diversity
in Australia

Group Activity:
Networking with
Local Students

Group Activity:
Medical
Practitioner
Guest Speaker

Group Activity:
Excursion to
Nursing Home
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Contact us
Phone: +61 3 9919 1175
Email: vue@vu.edu.au

Street address
VU English
Level 17, 300 Flinders Street
Melbourne, Victoria 3000
Australia

Postal address
VU English
Victoria University
PO Box 14428
Melbourne, Victoria 8001
Australia

vu.edu.au
Victoria University
CRICOS Provider No. 00124K (Melbourne)
CRICOS Provider No. 02475D (Sydney)
RTO Code: 3113

The information in this publication was current at the publication date, February 2020. It is provided as information only and
does not form any part of a contract between any person and Victoria University. Please check the Victoria University website
vu.edu.au for the most up-to-date detailed information. This publication has been produced exclusively for international
students.
Produced by Marketing and Communications and Victoria University International. © Victoria University, February 2020

