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WHAT’S YOUR  
CAREER ASPIRATION?

RESEARCHER/ACADEMIC

DO YOU HAVE PRIOR 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE?

YES NO

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD) 
– UPBB

DURATION
Four years FT/PT equivalent.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Research-based degree with two coursework 
units.

THESIS FORMAT
Demonstrates the capacity  
to acquire and apply a substantial body of 
knowledge to research, investigate and 
develop new knowledge, in one or more fields 
of investigation within 60-100,000 words.

CAREERS
Independent, competent and highly 
sought-after researcher, equipped to pursue a 
research career in relevant industries and/or an 
academic.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
One of the following:

•  Master by coursework degree, with minor 
thesis, with average grades of at least 
H2A/Distinction (above 70 per cent VU 
standard) OR

•  Master by research degree, or demonstrated 
exceptional ability during partial completion 
of a research project in a Masters by 
research degree OR

•  Four-year bachelor degree with honours, 
or an honours degree at H1 or H2A level, 
incorporating initial research training and 
a minor thesis (above 70 per cent 
VU standard).

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
vu.edu.au/courses/upbb

HAVE YOU COMPLETED 
MASTERS LEVEL STUDIES?

YES NO

DOCTOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION – BPPB

DURATION 
Three years FT/PT equivalent.

COURSE STRUCTURE
One year coursework (four units) plus two-year 
research thesis.

THESIS FORMAT
Demonstrates deep engagement with research, 
formulating and investigating complex problems 
in business and clearly communicate research 
findings within 45- 60,000 words.

CAREERS
Senior executive, or academic/research 
positions requiring advanced management  
and business research skills. If you are an 
established professional, this program will 
extend your skills into research that will  
inform your profession and benefit the  
global community.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
As per Doctor of Philosophy (UPBB). Please 
note: the DBA also requires a minimum of five 
years’ professional managerial experience.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
vu.edu.au/courses/bppb

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
(INTEGRATED) – UPBA

DURATION 
Four years FT/PT equivalent.

COURSE STRUCTURE
One year coursework plus a three year research 
thesis.

THESIS FORMAT
As Doctor of Philosophy (UPBB).

CAREERS
Academic and research-focused positions in the 
relevant fields of study.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
As per Doctor of Philosophy (UPBB).
Please note: this course is for students  
whose Master degree was undertaken  
entirely by coursework, with average grades  
of at least H2A/Distinction (above 70 per cent 
VU standard).

FOR MORE INFORMATION
vu.edu.au/courses/upba

MASTERS BY 
RESEARCH

vu.edu.au/
courses/bram

MASTERS BY 
COURSEWORK

vu.edu.au/
courses/bmpf

vu.edu.au/courses/upbb
vu.edu.au/courses/bppb
vu.edu.au/courses/upba
vu.edu.au/courses/bram
vu.edu.au/courses/bram
vu.edu.au/courses/bmpf
vu.edu.au/courses/bmpf


SENIOR MANAGER/EXECUTIVE

HAVE YOU COMPLETED MASTERS  
LEVEL STUDIES?

YES NO

DOCTOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
– BPPB (see left)

MASTERS BY 
RESEARCH

vu.edu.au/courses/bram

MASTERS BY 
COURSEWORK

vu.edu.au/courses/bmpf

In applying for our 
professional doctorate (DBA) 
program, you are required to 
provide a research outline in 
which your proposed topic 
aligns to our focus areas.  
For detailed information 
regarding VU’s research 

areas please visit  
vu.edu.au/research

DOCTORAL 
DEGREES 
AT VGSB
The Victoria Graduate School 
of Business (VGSB) is 
dedicated to shaping the 
future of business. From the 
heart of Melbourne’s central 
business district, we offer the 
flexibility and convenience you 
need to make postgraduate 
study work for you.

We combine academic excellence and practical learning 
through our close ties with industry, in Australia and around 
the world. Specialising in business education, research and 
consultancy, we are focused on getting you to your career 
goals. Our international network extends to partners in China, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Germany, India and the US.

Our doctoral degrees give you the opportunity to undertake 
influential research, as well as practical-based coursework, 
while giving you the support you need to achieve greatness in 
your career.

vu.edu.au/vgsb

“�The�research�culture�and�support

has�helped�my�success.”
from�across�the�University

“ VU provided a great education and research environment 
to support my study and life here.

My research is globally significant because it looks at the  
interface between supply chain management and corporate 
governance while focusing on risk management.”

DR CATHERINE XIAOCUI LOU
Doctor of Philosophy, 2013 Postgraduate International Student of the Year

vu.edu.au/courses/bmpf
vu.edu.au/courses/bram
vu.edu.au/research
vu.edu.au/vgsb


HOW TO APPLY
Once you’ve decided on the right research degree for you, 
you can complete your online application.

vu.edu.au/research
For more information about eligibility and application 
procedures, contact

apply.research@vu.edu.au
For information about visa application procedures, visit

immi.gov.au

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Victoria Graduate School of Business

vu.edu.au/vgsb
03 9919 6100

vu.edu.au/courses

The information in this publication was current at the publication date, 
October 2016. It is provided as information only and does not form any 
part of a contract between any person and Victoria University.

Please check the Victoria University website vu.edu.au for more detailed 
information. This publication is relevant to Australian citizens, Australian 
permanent residents and New Zealand citizens. International students and 
New Zealand permanent residents should contact:

Email: international@vu.edu.au
Phone: 03 9919 1164
vu.edu.au/international
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