STUDY
OVERSEAS

Scandinavia

WHY STUDY OVERSEAS?
Study overseas as part of your degree and gain a truly global perspective.
Studying overseas as part of your VU
degree allows you to:
 add an international dimension to your
qualification
 experience another culture as a local,
not a tourist
 expand your networks
 build confidence
 gain a competitive edge in the global
workforce.

As a VU student, you can study on an
exchange placement for one or two
semesters at one of our partner institutions,
participate in a study tour, or undertake
a short program during the summer or
winter break. You will develop your
leadership skills, cultural awareness
and self-confidence while making new
friends and gaining credit towards your
degree. With today’s employers looking
for people with international experience,
studying overseas will give you a
competitive edge for your future career.

I’ve grown so much
as a person
Mia Dunphy
Bachelor of Community Development

MIA’S JOURNEY

It’s been amazing – I’ve grown so
much as a person in the sense of
what I want to do after university.
On a personal level, I’ve also
become a lot more confident.

Mia Dunphy
New Colombo Plan Scholar,
Bachelor of Community Development
Semester Exchange to Universitas
Gadjah Mada, Indonesia

WHERE CAN I GO?
VU has partner universities in more than
30 countries: you can choose options
such as a semester in an American
college town, a bustling capital city such
as Berlin or Seoul, or in a regional town
in Scandinavia. Study tours travel to
destinations across the Asia Pacific region
and beyond.

The length of your study overseas
experience is up to you. Go for as
little as a few weeks, or up to a
full year.

Miami, Florida captured by
VU Law student Emma Marinelli
during a Law study tour

VU has partner
universities in more
than 30 countries

Joy Hanalla, Bachelor of Music, atop the
Cerro de la Silla-Monterrey, Mexico

OUR PROGRAMS

Arabella Mentor, Bachelor of Arts
attending a football game at
East Carolina University, USA

SEMESTER EXCHANGE

SHORT PROGRAMS

STUDY TOURS

Exchange programs are for students
who wish to study overseas for one or
two semesters. These programs are a
great way to immerse yourself in another
culture whilst contributing to your VU
degree.

If you’d rather not study a full semester
overseas, why not consider a short
program? A short program provides the
ideal opportunity to experience a taste
of overseas study at one of VU’s partner
universities around the world. Programs
run for between two and four weeks,
with many being offered during semester
breaks. You may be able to fast-track
your VU degree by completing approved
subjects sooner.

Study tours are intensive programs led by
VU academics and allow you to combine
international study and cultural immersion
while gaining credit or clinical placement
hours towards your degree. Study tours
usually run for two to three weeks and
are organised by the colleges. Many
tours are supported with Australian
Government funding.

Exchange programs are open to all
students enrolled at VU and programs
are available for almost all study areas:
you could study Sports Management in
Germany, Paramedicine in Canada or
Business in China — to name a few.
Completing a semester overseas does not
extend the duration of your VU degree,
as all studies undertaken through a
Semester Exchange are credited towards
your degree. You continue to pay the
same tuition fees to VU that you normally
would pay, not to the partner university.

INTERNSHIPS AND
PLACEMENTS
Internships and placements allow you
to gain practical, real-world work
experience in your chosen field of study.
All programs must be approved by
the college to ensure you will receive
credit or placement hours. Internships
and placements may be undertaken as
individual placements or as part of a
group.

HOW MUCH DOES
IT COST?
While it’s important to consider the
financial costs of studying overseas, an
international experience with VU may
cost a lot less than you think. Costs vary
depending on the destination and your
lifestyle choices. You should consider
the following when budgeting for your
overseas study adventure:
 accommodation
 travel (airfares, passport, visa fees)
 study costs (textbooks)
 living expenses (food, entertainment,
activities)
 administration costs
 tuition (depending on the type of
program, tuition may be paid to VU or
the host institution)
 any additional insurance you may
require beyond what VU provides.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
There are a number of ways you can
fund your overseas study experience,
including through VU grants, government
loan and scholarships. For further details
visit the Costs & Funding page:

vu.edu.au/study-overseas

VU will provide Travel and Health
Insurance cover for your entire
study period (up to 365 days),
plus 30 days of private travel
during your overseas program.

VU Study
Overseas
grants

VU Study Overseas grants are available for approved students
participating in exchange programs, study tours and short
programs.

Exchange
partner
scholarships

A number of partner universities offer scholarships for semester
exchanges.

Government
grants

Through the New Colombo Plan and the Endeavour Leadership
Program, VU has a number of grants available for both
exchanges and study tours. These grants can range from
$1,000 to $3,000 for a study tour or $2,500 to $7,000 for a
semester exchange. Some government grants may be available
to students who are not Australian citizens.

Centrelink

If you currently receive a Centrelink allowance, you may be
eligible to continue receiving this payment while studying
full-time overseas.

OS-HELP
loans

This loan is available for eligible students who want to study
some of their degree overseas on a credit bearing program.
The OS-HELP loan scheme offers a loan from the Australian
Government, which will be added to your HECS-HELP debt.

Below left: VU students during the Vanuatu Paramedicine Study Tour
Below right: Habib Sultani, Bachelor of Laws, at Kingston University UK

A once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity
Olivia Flynn
Bachelor of Sport Management

OLIVIA’S JOURNEY
Just do it. You won’t get a better chance to undertake this opportunity than while
at university. It’s the perfect time to study as well as travel. The experience is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and I highly recommend it, even if you have never
considered going abroad in your life. Start researching and explore your options,
which are endless.

Oliva Flynn
Bachelor of Sport Management
Semester Exchange to Western University, Canada

ELIGIBILITY AND
APPLICATIONS
ELIGIBILITY

HOW DO I APPLY?

Both domestic and international
VU students are able to undertake
international study programs.

 be currently enrolled in a bachelor or
master’s program

Exchanges, study tours, short programs
and internships all have different
application processes, so visit our website
for detailed instructions on how to apply
and for application deadlines. For most
overseas opportunities it is best to start
planning your application early – at least
one semester in advance.

 have achieved a minimum credit
average of 60%

INFORMATION SESSIONS

 have completed one year of
undergraduate study (8 units) by the
time you depart; or completed one
semester of postgraduate study (4
units) by the time you depart

Victoria Abroad holds information
sessions throughout the year. You are
strongly encouraged to attend a session
to find out more details. Visit our website
for scheduled dates and times.

To be eligible to undertake an
international study program you need to:

 receive approval from your college.
TAFE students are able to participate
in study tours, but cannot undertake a
Semester Exchange.

Below left: Caroline EdmundsLatham, Bachelor of Business,
during her exchange to Germany
Below right: James Lindberg (right),
Bachelor of Business, attending
a football game at Clemson
University, USA
Below top: Renee Andrews,
Bachelor of Education (P-12) Education Study Tour, Beijing

FURTHER INFORMATION
Victoria Abroad
Website: vu.edu.au/study-overseas
Email: educationabroad@vu.edu.au

Footscray Park Campus
Victoria Abroad Office: Building M, Level 4, Room 404

Make an appointment

Drop in

Book an appointment at the
Footscray Park office:

Check the website for drop-in times
(no appointment required):

https://meetme.so/vafp

vu.edu.au/study-overseas

City Flinders Lane Campus
Victoria University International: 301 Flinders Lane, Level 3

Make an appointment

Drop in

Book an appointment at the
City Flinders Lane office:

Check the website for drop-in times
(no appointment required):

https://meetme.so/vacf

vu.edu.au/study-overseas

Want to see what VU students get up to while abroad?
Search #VUAbroad on Instagram and follow us on social media
to see a showcase of students’ international experiences.
Follow @vustudyabroad on Instagram and like us on Facebook
at facebook.com/vustudyabroad
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