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SYDNEY DREAMING - 1960
▸ If we bid, where would the Games be staged?

▸ In Sydney’s inner city Moore Park precinct?

Moore Park golf course

Centennial Park

Sydney Cricket Ground

🤔



SYDNEY DREAMING - 1970
▸ If we bid, where would the Games be staged?

▸ In Homebush Bay, a non-residential industrial site 14km to the west of  the CBD?🤔

Quarry Chemical factory



SYDNEY DREAMING - 1970
▸ If we bid, where would the Games be staged?

▸ In Homebush Bay, a non-residential industrial site to the west of  the 
CBD?

🤔

Brick Works

Abattoirs

BoatingWetlands



SYD-BID 1990



ASPIRING TO MAKE AN IMPACT
▸ Urban regeneration: a site for sore eyes

▸ Operational partnership: Olympic & Paralympic

▸ Information and knowledge management

WELCOMING THE WORLD



URBAN REGENERATION: 
SITE FOR SORE EYES?



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES?

Union Carbide site (1993)



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES? 9 million cubic Metres of Waste



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES? 9 million cubic Metres of Waste



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES? Sport infrastructure



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES? Sport infrastructure

Sydney Olympic Park Aquatic Centre



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES? Civic infrastructure: Residential

Olympic Village 2000

Suburb of Newington 2020



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES? Civic infrastructure: Commercial

Major events

Business, Hotels, Restaurants



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES? Civic infrastructure: Recreational



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES?

Brickpit Ring Walk

Civic infrastructure: Environmental

Rare frogs



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES? Civic infrastructure: Environmental

Parks and Waterways



URBAN REGENERATION: SITE FOR SORE EYES? Incomplete ‘Green/Blue’ Legacy

No fishing or swimming

Ship Wrecks



OPERATIONAL PARTNERSHIP:
OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC



OPERATIONAL PARTNERSHIP: OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC

▸ Seoul (1988): first time Summer Paralympics was hosted 
soon after the Olympics, using common facilities

▸ Albertville (1992): first time Winter Paralympics 
was hosted soon after the Olympics

IOC
COOPERATION

BEGINS

▸ Barcelona (1992): first time an OCOG 
organised both Olympics & Paralympics

🤔 BUT NO 
IOC/IPC

AGREEMENT



OPERATIONAL PARTNERSHIP: OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC
▸ Atlanta (1996): compared to Barcelona, 

lacked organisational collaboration 
across Olympics and Paralympics

▸ Goodwill between Atlanta Olympic 
ACOG and Atlanta Paralympic APOC, 
but not co-management



SOCOG
SPOC

SOCOG
SPOC

OPERATIONAL PARTNERSHIP: OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC

SOCOG
SPOC

▸ 2000 would feature a co-existence 
model of Olympic and Paralympic 
organisation

▸ Sport facilities and stadium infrastructure   
co-designed to accommodate Olympic and 
Paralympic athletes, as well as access 
requirements for people with disabilities

▸ Volunteer management catered to the needs of 
both events, with much cross-over of people



OPERATIONAL PARTNERSHIP: OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC
▸ Unplanned legacy.

▸ No legacy protocol from IOC/IPC until 
2008 Beijing Olympics 

▸ Accessibility transport reforms lagged 
behind sport infrastructure planning

▸ Disability activists outside of sport 
principally responsible for affecting many 
accessibility changes for 2000



INFORMATION & KNOWLEDGE 
MANAGEMENT



INFORMATION & KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT (IKM)
▸ First Olympics where IKM was looked at 

strategically as a corporate asset

▸ SOCOG reps saw that Atlanta had problems 
with siloed information 

▸ SOCOG developed protocols to identify, 
capture, and organise data so that it could be 
shared as needed

▸ SOCOG saw itself as a ‘learning organisation’ 

▸ SOCOG also needed to report its activities to 
the NSW parliament, so IKM enabled that 

2002



INFORMATION & KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT (IKM)

2020



SUMMARY
▸ SITE FOR SORE EYES?

▸ Sydney 2000 Games promised urban 
regeneration

▸ It was largely successful, except for remaining 
environmental problems

▸ WORKING TOGETHER?

▸ Sydney 2000 Olympic and Paralympic 
organisers formally collaborated to shared 
benefit

▸ TRANSFERRING KNOWLEDGE

▸ Sydney 2000 provided a foundation upon which 
IKM was eventually formalised by the IOC
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THANKS


