
VIOLENCE EXPERIENCED DURING 
CHILDHOOD COMMUNITY SPORT 
PARTICIPATION IN AUSTRALIA

TYPES OF VIOLENCE
EXPERIENCED

Participating in sport can bring many health and social benefits, but for these to be 
actualized, the sport environment must be emotionally and physically safe. This is one of 
the first studies to examine rates of violence experienced during childhood sport 
participation in Australia. 

We surveyed 886 Australian adults about their childhood experiences 
(below 18 years) participating in organised community sport.
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Women and gender diverse
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experienced higher rates of particular
types of violence indicating there is 
a gendered experience of violence
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Main gender di�erences:

Psychological violence from a coach

Gender diverse individuals experienced higher rates of these types of 
violence compared to the combined group of men and women
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KEY TAKE AWAY

More than half
of the respondents

NOTE: The survey used a convenience sample of respondents and is not representative of the Australian population.
Suggested reference: Pankowiak A.*, Woessner M. N.*, Parent S., Vertommen T., Eime R., Spaaij R., Jack Harvey J., Parker A. G. (2022) VIOLENCE EXPERIENCED DURING CHILDHOOD 
COMMUNITY SPORT PARTICIPATION IN AUSTRALIA [Infographic]
The data presented in this infographic is based on the following study Pankowiak, A.*, Woessner, M. N.*, Parent, S., Vertommen, T., Eime, R., Spaaij, R., Harvey, J., & Parker, A. G. 
Psychological, Physical, and Sexual Violence Against Children in Australian Community Sport: Frequency, Perpetrator, and Victim Characteristics. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221114155  [Accepted]. 
Contact : Aurelie.Pankowiak@vu.edu.au for questions, comments or collaborations. 


