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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the Elders, families and forebears of the Wurundjeri tribe of the
Kulin Nation who were the custodians of University land for many centuries. We
acknowledge that the land on which we meet was the place of age old ceremonies
of celebration, initiation and renewal and that the Kulin nation people’s living culture
had and has a unique role in the life of this region.

ABOUT THE NAME

To honour the Wurundieri and to help keep alive their Woiwurrung language
the name ‘Yannoneit’ - meaning ‘fo walk” or ‘come walk - was chosen for the
Indigenous Employment and Career Development Strategy.

In our usage of Yonnoneit we are symbolically inviting Indigenous people to walk
with us on our path to: fransform the lives of individuals and develop the capacifies
of industry and communities within the westem Melbourne region and beyond
through the power of vocational and higher education. (Mission Statement,

VU Strategic Plan 2004-2008)

Elders of the Wurundjeri Council were consulted for permission to use the name.



ABOUT THE ARTWORK

The artwork was designed and painted by Paola Morabito. It was commissioned
by Moondani Balluk the University’s Indigenous Academic Unit and the design has
been adopted as representative of the University’s engagement with Indigenous
people. The painting represents the relationship between Victoria University and
Moondani Balluk and the meaning of ‘embracing people” — being embraced by
the University. The overall design represents the landscape and waterways of the
western metropolitan region. The shape of the main section of the design has
dual meanings — the outside lines represent boomerangs, showing the return of
knowledge both to the community from VU and from the community to VU. It
also reflects the shape of an eel — a plentiful food source of the Woiwurrung
(Wurundjeri) and Boonwurrung peoples. The line designs contained within the
main section represent the land, culture, low and connection of these people. The
two ‘bora ring” shapes represent Indigenous knowledge and show the context of
imaginative inquiry, excellence and equality, which are values of the University and
reflect the vision of the Moondani Balluk Indigenous Academic Unit: access, respect
and justice and our relationship to lond, culture, Elders and lore.



FOREWORD

Transforming the lives of individuals through the power of vocational and higher
education is a driving ambition of our great University.  The Yannoneit Employment
Strategy (YES!) aims to achieve this ambition by providing better access to
employment at the University for Indigenous Australians.

“Yannoneit” — meaning ‘to walk” or “come walk” - comes from the Woiwurrung
language group spoken by the local Wurundieri people who were the custodians of
University land for many centuries.

YES! reaffirms our commitment to reconciliation and partnership with Indigenous
Australians as arficulated in the Reconciliation Statement, the Strategic Plan 2004-
2008, the Staff Functional Plan, and the Victoria University (Academic and General
Staff) Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 2005.

Democratic societies demand equity and justice for all cifizens. Indigenous
Australians — the first Australians — are the last Australians in all economic and
social indicators. This disadvantage urgently needs redressing.

The University is strongly committed to improving participation rates of Indigenous
Australians in employment and study.

YES! aims to increase the number of Indigenous employees in the University
workforce, accelerate the employment of Indigenous peaple across the full spectrum
of positions at the University, and establish the University as a supportive, culturally
sensifive, and significant employer of Indigenous people.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the development of the strategy. It is up
to us now to collectively say YES! to Indigenous employment.

Professor Elizabeth Harman
Vice-Chancellor and President
December 2006



INTRODUCTION

Victoria University is the largest education provider and employer in the western
suburbs of Melbourne and exemplifies diversity through a rich mix of staff and
students from a range of cultural backgrounds.

It is committed to the employment of indigenous staff and has identified this as
one of its key tasks in the Staff Functional Plan flowing from the Victoria University
Strategic Plan 2004 — 2008. The Yannoneit Employment Strategy (YES) 2006
aims to increase the number of indigenous staff employed in the University and is a
primary outcome of this commitment.

The first iteration of this strategy was developed in July 2003 by a Victoria
University Indigenous Employment and Career Development Working Party with the
assistance of Susan Inglis from Inglis Consulfing. Since then a number of initiatives
have been put in place including the establishment of an Indigenous Employment
Co-ordinator.

This update of the strategy and the actions described herein represent an extension
and further implementation of the 2003 plan.

CONTACT DETAILS

Marlon Booth
Indigenous Employment Coordinator

Recruitment Unit

Human Resources Department
Footscray Park Campus
Ballarat Road, Footscray

PO Box 14428

MELBOURNE VIC 8001

Phone (03) 9919 5070

Fax (03) 9919 5243

Email marlon.booth@uvu.edu.au

WWW.VU.EDU.AU/EMPLOYMENT



CONTENTS

YES Implementation Responsibility Index

YES Overview

YES Recommendations

Strategy 1: Overall Target

Strategy 2: Specific Appointments

Strategy 3: Pathways to Confinuing Employment

Strategy 4: Review Human Resources Policies and Procedures

Strategy 5: Ongoing Review and Monitoring

10
11
14
17
22
25



YES IMPLEMENTATION
RESPONSIBILITY INDEX

Responsible Person

Committee for Postgraduate Studies.

Deputy Leader. Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education Programs) and Director of TAFE.

Staff College

Director, Human Resources.

Director, Moondani Balluk.

Director, Office for Industry Region and Research.

Director, Postgraduate Research Unit — Postgraduate scholarships.
Executive Deans.

Executive Deans and Associate Directors (TAFE) and Directors.

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Capital and Management Services.

Head of School of Human Movement, Recreation and Performance.

Human Resources Advisors.
Indigenous Community Liaison Officer.
Indigenous Employment Coordinator.

Vice Chancellor.
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STRATEGY 1: OVERALL TARGET.
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SPECIFIC APPOINTMENTS.

STRATEGY 2:
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STRATEGY 3: PATHWAYS TO CONTINUING EMPLOYMENT.
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STRATEGY 4: REVIEW HUMAN RESOURCES POLICIES AND PRACTICES.
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STRATEGY 5: ONGOING REVIEW AND MONITORING.
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